The prevention of pneumococcal disease by vaccines: promises and challenges.
This article reviews the epidemiology of pneumococcal disease and the current data on pneumococcal vaccine efficacy, discusses promising new data regarding development of new protein-conjugate pneumococcal vaccines, and addresses controversies surrounding the widespread population use of these vaccines. Armed with these data, physicians, nurses, third party payers, and health care systems should develop systems and eliminate unintentional barriers so as to achieve widespread use of these life-saving vaccines. As history has demonstrated to us, control of pneumococcal disease is highly unlikely to occur from heavy investments in newer and ever more expensive antibiotics, as opposed to better methods of preventing disease through the rational and widespread population use of vaccines.